Black Spruce

Scientific name: Picea mariana

The Black Spruce is a slow-growing good size tree when fully grown (50 feet or more) but is more likely to be a lot less depending on soil, etc. It has been found deep in bogs growing only 3-5 feet high but over 100 years in age and is even used in Bonsai!  It also tolerates salt well so is used quite a bit for protecting coastal waters from sea erosion. What a flexible little tree it is! 
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What it looks like

It has short dark bluish-green needles (not quite as blue as its cousin, the Blue Spruce), which are blunt on the end.

When grown on high and dry ground, black spruce trees are taller and thicker. When it grows in wetlands, the tree is much smaller. Trees grown in wetlands can reach 200 years of age.

Black spruce cones are egg shaped, 2 to 3 centimetres long, and are dark brown. They are found at the top of the tree and may stay on the tree for up to 30 years.

Where it is found

The black spruce is called a transcontinental species – it’s found from one end of Canada to the other, so we know they will be happy wherever you are! 

Planting Tips

· Size: Between 20 and 30 metres tall, trunk usually between 23 and 26 centimetres in diameter 

· Moisture: Tolerates different moisture levels 

· Shade: Tolerates partial shade 

· Soil: Grows in a variety of soils

· Bare Root Seedlings or Root Plugs -Dig a small hole 3 X size of root plug, fill with water and let drain. Remove all wrapping and place tree seedling upright while backfilling the hole with soil. Tamp down firmly around base, water again and keep watered (if no rain) until it’s big enough to let Mother Nature look after it. 

The black spruce is an adaptable tree that grows well in a variety of soils, moisture levels, and light conditions. It can be trimmed for wind breaks, or even shorter for hedges. 

Did you know?

While Black Spruce has been used traditionally in making items such as snowshoes, baskets etc, but spruce oil is in present day use in shampoos etc, and in cleaning products for it's fresh clean scent and antiseptic/disinfectant properties. It's widest use, historically is medicinal due to its potent anti-infectious, anti-cancer, anti-inflammatory, antispasmodic, antiviral, antiseptic, expectorant, and stimulant properties. It is reported to work wonders for respiratory ailments, wound healing, viral infections, arthritis, rheumatism, and other forms of muscle aches and pains. 
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